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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN THREAT TO BLACKLIST HONG KONG FIRMS TRADING 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

1 . THE HONG KONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, A NON- 
GOVERNMENT BODY, HAS CANCELLED A PROPOSED TRADE PROMOTION 
MISSION TO SOUTH AFRICA, PARTLY DUE TO THREATS OF A NIGERIAN 
BOYCOTT OF PARTICIPATING HONG KONG FIRMS. THE THREAT WAS 
MADE IN MID-DECEMBER BY THE ACTING NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER 

IN HONG KONG WHO, ACCORDING TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
DIRECTOR, APPEARED TO BE ACTING ON INSTRUCTION OR AT LEAST 
IN LINE WITH NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT POLICY. WE UNDERSTAND 
NIGERIA IS PLANNING TO CALL FOR ECONOMIC SACCTIONS AGAINST 
SOUTH AFRICA AT THE UN LATER THIS MONTH. 

2. WHILE THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STATES THERE WAS MINIMAL 
BUSINESS INTEREST IN THE TRIP, THE TREAT WAS A 
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FACTOR IN THE CANCELLATION DECISION. NIGERIA 
IS HONG KONG'S MOST IMPORTANT EXPORT MARKET IN 
AFRICA (US$75.5 MILLION IN THE FIRST TEN MONTHS OF 
1977) AND A RAPIDLY GROWING ONE, WHILE HONG KONG 
EXPORTS TO SOUTH AFRICA HAVE DROPPED 43 PER CENT 
IN THE SAME PERIOD TO US$27.3 MILLION. 
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3. CHANMBER OF COMMERCE DIRECTOR TOLD CONGENOFF 
THERE IS CONCERN AMONG SOME OF THE LARGE HONG KONG 
TRADING CONGLOMERATES SUCH AS JARDINE-MATHESON 
THAT UN-MANDATED ECONOMIC SACNTIONS OR CONCERTED 
ACTION BY MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN 
STATES WILL MAKE THEIR SOUTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS ALL 
THE MORE DIFFICULT. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION WHICH DEPARTMENT 
AND OTHER ADDRESSEES MAY BE ABLE TO 

PROVIDE AS TO WHETHER NIGERIA HAS ADOPTED A BOYCOTT 
POLICY AND IF SO WHAT HAVE BEEN ITS EFFECTS. 

SHOESMITH 
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